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clefile, he could fend off pursuit, and by suitable flanking par-
ties hold back the attacks on the column filing through. He,
therefore, with half the army, occupied " a certain white rock,
strong from its position," which commanded the approaches
to the defile, and, making his bivouac close to it for the night,
was able to drive off the enemy, and get his entire column
through by morning. For the enemy had difficulty in mak-
ing- his way along the precipices bordering the defile during
the day, and after nightfall could scarcely do so at all.

The train and cavalry and elephants had been kept in mo-
tion all night, and were well on ahead ("now separated from
him "), with part of the infantry column following on. These
suffered next day only from isolated attacks by smaller de-
tachments, which may perhaps have advanced along the easier
slope above St. Germain, so as to head off the Carthaginian
army. The exhibition of the elephants, which the barbarians
had never seen, and upon which they looked as something
supernatural, always checked their advance. On the follow-
ing, the ninth day, Hannibal made his way to the head of
column and reached the summit of the pass. Here he halted
to reorganize his column, and camped two days, during which
time many stragglers and animals came in, contrary to all ex-
pectation. The pack-animals had, however, mostly lost their
loads. This iighi, and that at the Mt. du Chat, must have
been very severe, as much of the total Ions is to be ascribed
to them. So far Polybius, interspersed with explanations.

Now let us look at our terrain. Just below Seez, the val-
ley of the Isere, which here is wide and level, and to-day un-
der fine cultivation, narrows, and makes a sharp bend to the
southeast; and it is here joined from the northeast by the
EecluH, a stream having its rise in the Little St. Bernard, and
fed by numberless brooks from the mountains on either hand.st
